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FTA-ABS  Testing  for  syphilis 

We  have  received  many  requests  for^  and  inquiries  about 5  the  testing  of  suspect  sera 
in  the  Fluorescent-Treponemal-Antibody-Absorption  tests  (FTA~ABS)„  It  is  hoped  that  this 
memo  will  answer  most  of  these  questions  received. 

The  State  Microbiology  Laboratory  can  perform  a  maximum  of  I6  FTA-ABS  tests  per 
week..    Since  there  are  usually  20-30  reactive  and  weakly  reactive  VDRLs  obtained  per 
weekj  as  well  as  requests  for  more  than  16  FTA-ABS  tests  per  weekj  some  selection  must 
be  made..    The  following  criteria  were  established  two  years  ago  and  continue  to  be 
follow ed„ 

a.    If  a  serum  is  reactive  in  the  VDRL  test 3  it  will  be  re-tested  in  a  quantitative 
VDRL  test„ 

b»    If  a  reaction  is  obtained  in  the  quantitative  test,  a  second  specimen  will  be 
requested^ 

c«    T>ie  VDRL  qualitative  and  quantitative  tests  will  be  performed  on  the  repeat 
specimen^. 

d«    If  the  second  serirni  still  shows  up  as  a  positive j  an  FTA  will  be  performed,  except 
vjhen  it  is  from  a  previously  diagnosed  case  of  syphilis  (once  a  person  has  syphilis,  the 
FTA-ABS  remains  positive  whereas  the  A/DRL  becomes  negative  following  treatment)^ 

Exceptions  to  these  criteria  will  sometimes  be  indicated;,  so  an  explanatory  note 
should  be  sent  attached  to  the  request  form*.    Examples  of  such  exceptions  might  include 
a  strong  question  of  biological  false-positive  VDRLs 3  and  extreme  difficulty  or  hardship 
in  obtaining  a  second  specimen. 


Influenza  Surveillance 


iD-atbreaks  of  influenza  have  been  reported  from  several  areas  of  the  state  ^  again  with 
a  significantly  higher  weekly  state-wide  total  than  expected,.    Widespread  influenza  has 
been  reported  especially  from  Missoula  and  Flathead  counties  in  the  past  two  weeks;  school 
absenteeism  has  ranged  from  .normal  to  VSPjo  in  different  areas „    In  the  Flathead  area,  all 
ages  appear  to  be  3,bout  equally  affected^  whereas  in  Missoula  a  slight  preponderance  of 
elementary  school  ages  h3-s  been  noted,, 

Libby  (Lincoln  County)  is  recovering  from  a  severe j  community-wide  influenza  epidemic 
which  reached  its  peak  a.bout  three  weeks  ago,,    School  absenteeism  reached  30-35^0  and  many 
adults  were  affected,.    It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  the  major  Hong  Kong  influenza 
epidemic  last  year  did  not  appear  in  Libby, 

Outbreaks  have  also  been  noted  around  Deer  Lodge  and  Butte,  in  Choteau^  and  several 
Hi-Line  counties.    Little,  or  no  significantly  increasedj  influenza  activity  has  been  reported 
from  eastern  Montana  and  other  cejitral  areas ^ 

Paired  serum  specimens  from  Mlissoula,  Flathead,  Powell,  and  Silver  Bow  counties  have 
demonstrated  diagnostic  rises  in  antibodies  to  Hong  Kong  influenza.^ 


